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offensive, known as the Second Battle of the
Marne, July i8-Aug. 6, he commanded his corps,
not only halting but driving the enemy back
more than twenty miles across the Ourcq and
Vesle Rivers. Becoming a part of the American
I Army, organized Aug. 10 under General
Pershing's command, Liggett's I Army Corps
occupied the right-of the line in the crucial test
of the St-Mihiel operation, Sept. 12-16, and in
the four days of heavy righting his four divi-
sions advanced two to six miles and played an
important part in reducing the salient.

He reached the climax of his military career
in the Meuse-Argonne offensive, Sept. 26-Xov.
ii. He continued in command of the I Army
Corps until Oct. 12, by which time his divisions
had advanced over ten miles against stubborn
resistance, captured vital positions in the zone
of attack, and driven the enemy out of the
Argonne Forest. On Oct. 16, 1918, he was as-
signed to the command of the I Army and pro-
moted at the same time lieutenant-general, being
one of the two officers holding that grade during
the World War. Four days later General Per-
shing relinquished his command of the Ameri-
can I Army and Liggett assumed the leadership
of this great force of nearly one million men
and 4,000 guns, the largest body of American
troops that had ever taken the field at one time
under a single commander. Under his com-
mand the army completed its mission of break-
ing through the enemy's fortified zones (the
Hindenburg Line), cutting the main line of sup-
ply on the major part of the Western Front, and
forcing the enemy to withdraw across the Meuse
River. Pursuit of the enemy east of the river
continued until halted by the armistice. In his
report of the I Army, General Pershing cited
Liggett as one whose personality, leadership,
and exceptional efficiency in battle stood out
conspicuously. Liggett continued in command
of the I Army until it was disbanded, Apr. 20,
1919; then he commanded the III Army, Army
of Occupation, with headquarters at Coblenz,
Germany, until it was disbanded, July 2, 1919.

Returning to the United States, he commanded
the IX Corps Area, San Francisco, until his
retirement at the age of sixty-four on Mar. 21,
1921. He had reverted to his permanent grade
of major-general, but under an act of Congress
he was advanced to his former grade of lieu-
tenant-general on the retired list, June 21, 1930.
He died at San Francisco on Dec, 30, 1935, his
wife being his only immediate surviving rela-
tive. In announcing his death in General Orders,
No. 12, War Department, General Pershing
said of him: "General Liggett was conspicuous
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for his ability to rise to any occasion requiring
the exercise of the functions of higher command,
and his assignment to the command of an army
and advancement to a grade second only to that
of Commander of the American Expeditionary
Forces was in recognition of this ability. In
peace or war the country felt confident of the
accomplishment of any object entrusted to him
and he will be remembered as one upon whom,
in large measure, the dependability of the Amer-
ican Army rested in its most gigantic struggle."
Capable of giving curt orders when the occa-
sion demanded, he was withal kindly, unex-
citable, and possessed of a quiet simplicity and
charm. These qualities, coupled with his fair-
mindedness, shrewdness of judgment, willing-
ness to give and receive trust, and deep under-
standing of human nature, undoubtedly accounted
for his success in handling vast numbers of
troops, most of whom were from civilian life.
For his services in France he was awarded the
Distinguished Service Medal and the French
croix de guerre, with palm. He was also made
commander of the Legion of Honor and grand
officer of the Belgian Order of Leopold and of
the Italian Order of St. Maurice and St. Lazarus*
He received, too, the Panamanian medal of La
Solidaridad, second class, the Order of the Sun
of Peru, and the medal commemorating the cen-
tennial of Peruvian independence. San Fran-
cisco presented him with a gold-rnounted saber
and a beautiful home. His published works in-
clude Commanding an American Army (1925)
and A. E. F., Ten Years Ago in France (1928).
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LIGGETT, WALTER WILLIAM (Feb. 14,
iS86-Dec. 9, 1935), editor, writer, political
worker, was the third among four children and
the second son of William Madison Liggett
(1846-1909) and his wife, Mathilda Root Brown,
natives respectively of Union City and Marys-
ville, Ohio, The father, a volunteer at the age
of seventeen in the Union army and later a
colonel in the Ohio National Guard, removed his
family in 1884 to the newly settled village of
Benson, Swift County, Minn., where Walter was
born. Until four years old he lived on his far
ther's twenty-four-hundred-acre farm, wiuch
pioneered in purebred Holstein and
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